others.
The Chairman, after referring to the great loss which the nation had sustained by the sudden death of the Duchess of Teck, said that that meeting had been called because the Distribution Committee had felt that the subject of the meeting?the out-patient question?ought to be discussed before the ordinary meeting of the constituents of the Fund in December. The subject had been under the consideration of the members of the Distribution Committee for four or five years past. As far back as 1892 they had had before them evidence on the subject, and since then, year after year, a great deal of information had come under their notice.
Having, therefore, carefully considertd all the information at their disposal, they had come to the conclusions set forth in the report they now presented, which was as follows :
" Tlie Committee of Distribution having carefully reviewed all the evidence received by them during' the last four or five years in reference to the out-patient departments of the several hospitals, and having recently obtained further information on this important subject, are of opinion that, where no person has been already appointed, efforts should be made to induce the governing bodies of hospitals to appoint efficient persons to make inquiries respecting patients attending out-patient departments, with the view of preventing any abuse, and that the Council of the Hospital Sunday. Fund should exercise the greatest oaution before interfering with the internal management of hospitals."
The committee had had many difficulties to contend with, and the chief amongst them was the very great diversity of opinion on the question which was to be found amongst the very people to whom the committee had to look for guid- 
